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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

December 25, 2020 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. For worshippers 

joining us in person, we are happy you are here. If you have any questions, just ask an 

usher or other volunteer.  

We would love to see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please 

fill out our online Connect Card to let us know where you're worshiping from and how 

we might continue to serve you. You can find a link at www.stpaulswr.org/watch. You 

can also contact us via email or phone (churchoffice@stpaulswr.org or 715-421-3634) with 

any questions or prayer requests. 

SERVICE NOTES  

Today is different than Christmas Eve. That may seem obvious to 

many, but it bears pointing out. Rather than focusing on the visible 

circumstances of Christmas (the town, the shepherds, the angel choir, 

etc.), Christmas Day focuses on what is happening behind the curtain, 

as it were: God takes on flesh to save his fallen creation. The readings 

will ponder Christ’s person and the work that he came to accomplish. 

Still, this is a great reason to celebrate, for the greatest glory has come in such a lowly form 

for our eternal good! 

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 

preparation, consider using the questions on page 9.   

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 

Scripture quotations marked (EHV®) are taken from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 

2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission: www.wartburgproject.org. 

Common Service and Psalm in Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.  Words and Music. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing 

House. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903  
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THE COMMON SERVICE   

The common service is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church.                                                                                                                                                                                                           

WELCOME 

OPENING SONG  Of the Father's Love Begotten | CW 35 
Verse 1-Pastor; 2-All; 3-Women; 4-Men; 5-All   

Please stand. 

INVOCATION 

Minister (M): In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions.  I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 

I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C:   Amen.  

RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS   CW p.16 

M:    In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  

C:   ♫ Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

We praise you, we bless you, we worship you, 

We glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your great glory, 

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father almighty. 

O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer. 

You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us. 

For you only are holy; you only are the Lord. 

You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

Are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. ♫ 
  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, grant that the birth of your one and only Son in flesh may set us 

free from our old bondage under the yoke of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    

C:   Amen.  

Be seated. 

The Word 

FIRST LESSON   Micah 5:2-5a 

The Word made flesh will be the peace of his people. 

After the reading, the announcement is made:  

M: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

PSALM OF THE DAY   Psalm 98| CW p.103  
 Read Responsively 

All: Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things. 
 

M: Sing to the LORD a new song, 

 For he has done marvelous things. 

C: The LORD has made his salvation known 

 And revealed his righteousness to the nations. 

M: He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

 all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
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All: Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things. 
 

M: Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, 

 Burst into jubilant song with music; 

C: Make music to the LORD with the harp, 

 With the harp and the sound of singing. 

M: Shout for joy before the LORD, the King. 

 He will judge the world in righteousness 

C: And the peoples with equity. 
 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 And to the Holy Spirit, 

As it was in the beginning, 

 Is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

All: Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things. 

 
SECOND LESSON  Hebrews 1:1-9 

God speaks to us by his Son, the Word made flesh. 

After the reading, the announcement is made: 

M: The Word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God!  

VERSE OF THE DAY 

M:  Alleluia. When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 

under the law,  

C: to redeem those under the law. Alleluia!  (Galatians 4:4,5a) 

Please stand. 

GOSPEL LESSON John 1:1-5, 9-14 

We have seen the glory of the Word made flesh. 

After the Gospel, the announcement is made:  

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C:   Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH  Athanasian Creed 

M:  Now this is the true Christian faith:  

C:  We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is both God and 

man. 

M:  He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father,  

C:  And he is man, born in time from the nature of his mother,  

M:  Fully God, fully man, with rational soul and human flesh, equal to the Father as to 

his deity, less than the Father as to his humanity; and though he is both God and 

man, Christ is not two persons but one, one, not by changing the deity into flesh, 

but by taking the humanity into God; 

C:  One, indeed, not by mixture of the natures, but by unity in one person; 

M:  For just as the rational soul and flesh are one human being, so God and man are one 

Christ. 

C:  He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose the third day from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

almighty, and from there will come to judge the living and the dead. 

M:  At his coming all people will rise with their own bodies to answer for their personal 

deeds. Those who have done good will enter eternal life, but those who have done 

evil will go into eternal fire. 

C:  This is the true Christian faith. Whoever does not faithfully and firmly believe 

this cannot be saved. 
Be seated. 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                What Child Is This | CW 67 
Verse 1-Men; 2-Women; 3-All   

SERMON    The Word Became Flesh    

Please stand. 

RESPONSE                                        | CW p.20 

♫  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  

 Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

 Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. Amen.  
Be seated. 
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OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 

support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church 

body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  If the 

gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, 

you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our 

website’s giving page. Your regular offerings can be placed in the slots in the 

Information Booth in the Welcome Center.  Special gifts for the pastors, staff 

minister, and teachers can be placed in the offering plates in the Welcome Center. 

MUSICAL OFFERING     

Please remain seated.  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

M:  On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy that a 

Savior has been born for us. For fulfilling your prophecies and in the fullness of time 

sending your Son to be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks and praise. 

C:  Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given! 

M:  What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully human for our 

salvation! Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in strips of 

cloth and lying in a manger. 

C:  Help us always believe that this precious child was born as our substitute to be 

our Savior. 

M:  In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world who do not 

know that Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and healing. As the shepherds 

spread abroad the good news of the birth of the Savior born for all the world, may 

we also make use of the unique opportunities this holiday presents to tell others of 

what we have seen and heard concerning this child. 

C:  Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may comfort all 

people. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M:  As the angels sang out their praises, move us also to sing out our praises to you, 

today and every day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts. 

C:  Glory to God in the highest! Amen. 
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Please stand.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

PREFACE Tune: Adeste Fideles 

M: ♫ The Lord be with you. 

C:  ♫ And with you His servant. 

M: ♫ Oh, come, let us lift our hearts unto the Lord.  

C:  ♫ With hearts uplifted, thanks to him we render: 

 With joy we come before Him, 

 In gratefulness implore Him, 

 With thankful hearts adore Him, Evermore! 

M:  Holy Father, in the beginning, you spoke and created light. But we loved the 

darkness of sin and unbelief. When the time had fully come, you sent your Son to be 

a light for those walking in darkness and in the shadow of death. 

We praise you and give you thanks that Jesus, the eternal Word, became flesh and 

made his dwelling among us; that born of a woman, born under law, he lived 

without sin as our substitute; that as the Lamb of God, he suffered and died to take 

away the sin of the world; that he rose from death and lives forever to proclaim 

peace to all. 

As the shepherds came to the manger, we now approach your altar with reverent 

joy. Here we find our Savior, Christ the Lord, who gives us his body and blood for 

forgiveness and peace. Through this meal, bring us life and light, so that we would 

join with the church on earth and hosts of heaven to sing your unending song: 

THE SANCTUS Tune: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

C:  ♫ Holy, Holy, Holy Lord  

God of hosts, By all adored!  

Heav'n and earth cannot contain 

All the glory of Your name!  
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Hail, Hosanna, God most high! 

Blest is He who now draws nigh 

In the name of God the King! 

Hallelujahs, glad we sing. 

Hail, Hosanna! Praises due 

Be forever, Lord, to You! ♫ 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C: Amen.  

LAMB OF GOD   Tune: From Heaven Above 

C: ♫  O Lamb of God, to you we pray, 

 You take all human sin away 

 Have mercy on us. By your grace 

 Grant unto us your saving peace. ♫ 

 

Please be seated and await the direction of the ushers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION  

† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness? 

† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me? 

† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament? 

† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life? 

† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

or Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)?  

† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.         
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
If you are in need of gluten free wafers or grape juice, please ask for directions from an usher. 

Please stand. 

THANKSGIVING   Tune: From Heaven Above 

C: ♫  Oh, thank the Lord, whose goodness sure 

 And steadfast love fore'er endure! 

 Our eyes have seen, our ears have heard, 

 And we have tasted of His Word. 

 As his own servants we depart 

 With His salvation in our hearts. 

 His saving power He has made known 

 His love through all the earth is shown. ♫ 

BLESSING Tune: Adeste Fideles 

M: ♫ The Lord bless and keep you, 

 Look with love upon you, 

 Be gracious, and cause His face to shine with peace! 

C:  ♫ Glory to Father, Son and Holy Spirit! 

 The Savior close beside us, 

 God's love from harm to hide us, 

 The Spirit's pow'r to guide us, Evermore! ♫ 

Be seated. 

CLOSING HYMN Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising | CW 42  

Verse 1-All; 2-Men; 3-Women; 4-Pastor; 5-All   
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LEARN THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH Jan. 7 | 6:30PM 

Start the new year with our new Bible information class. Pastor Plagenz will walk you 

through Foundations of the Christian Faith, a course comprised of work from numerous 

pastors in our synod. The twelve lessons cover the basics of Christianity and what we 

believe and teach at St. Paul’s. Whether you’ve been at St. Paul’s for weeks or decades, this 

course will teach you something new. Come to be refreshed with the core teachings of the 

Bible and to expand your knowledge. Better yet, invite a friend to come study with you. 

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 

Our staff is taking a little break over the holidays to spend extra time with family. The 

office will be open very limited hours between Christmas Eve and New Year's Day, so 

please call ahead instead of just stopping by. 

THE SISTER CIRCLE HANDBOOK Dec. 29 | 9:45 AM 

Women Walking in the Word is beginning a new study this Tuesday, Dec. 29, based on 

the book "The Sister Circle Handbook."  We will explore our God-given gifts and hopefully 

discover new ways to use them in everyday life. Please join us at 9:45 AM in the Resource 

Center. Contact Judy Anderson (714-423-5922) for more information. 

HELP WANTED: PART-TIME JANITOR  

We are seeking a self-motivated person to carry out janitorial duties at the church and 

school. Some responsibilities are taking out trash, cleaning the cafeteria, sweeping and 

mopping all floors in the school building, cleaning bathrooms, re-filling bathroom 

supplies, and picking up trash around the building.  The hours are Monday-Friday 5:00 

to 9:00 PM (20 hours per week). To apply contact Larry Wesenberg at 715-424-4996 or 

lwes@wctc.net. 

UPCOMING EVENTS   

Dec. 27  Regular Sunday Services at 8:00 & 10:30 AM 

Dec. 29  The Sister Circle Handbook - Women's Bible Study 

Dec. 31 New Year's Eve Communion Service at 6:30 PM 

Jan.  7 Foundations of the Christian Faith



311 14th Ave S  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495  |  715-421-3634   |  churchoffice@stpaulswr.org 

Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org 

Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.stpaulswr.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


